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21. DAYANAND SARASWATJ
*
THE last sketch in this book is that of the founder
of the Arya Sarnaj. In the town of Tankara in the
native state of Morvi in Kathiawar, lived a wealthy
Audich Brahman banker known as Ambashankar.
He was jamadar of the town and a money-lender.
In 1824 a son named Mulshankar was born to him.
The father saw that his boy was well educated accord-
ing to the learning of the time and when Mulshankar
was fourteen, he knew a great part of the Vedas
and had a working acquaintance with Sanskrit.
Mulshankar's life was that of an ordinary Brahman
boy until one TVIahashivratra day. It was an import-
ant festival of the god Shiva and his father who was
a rigid Shaivite required his son to spend the night
fasting and sleepless in Shiva's temple. Amba-
shankar who went with his son, fell asleep ; but to
the watching boy came doubts as to the truth of
Hinduism, He saw a mouse creep out of its hole
and run over and eat the offerings made by the faith-
ful to the divinity. He felt that the Lord of Kailas
must be something different 4from the Shiva, who ac-
cording to the Brahmans ate food, yet could not
guard it, who carried a trident and rode a stone bull.
Mulshankar awoke his father and told him his
douSts, Ambashankar explained that the stone
Shivlinga was not the god himself, but only his